
Acts 2:12 And they all continued in amazement and great perplexity, saying to one another,  

"What Does This Mean?" 
 

 

Continued on the other side… 

 

 “Yet He has NOW Reconciled You.” 
 

“And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds.”  (Colossians 1:21) 

 
Read Colossians 1:21-23 

 
OPENING QUESTIONS 
 

1. Are we what we once were? 
2. What did we do or have done in order to be holy, blameless, and beyond reproach? 
3. How did we become holy, blameless, and beyond reproach? 

 
OBSERVATIONS 
 

� We once were alienated, removed, separated, estranged, quarrelling, and disagreeing, but 
now. . .  Now, we are reconciled, united, at peace, in harmony, near, and have a full and 
free access.  Because this reconciliation is through Him who is the image of the invisible 
God, there is nothing we could do or have done to merit it or maintain it.  It was freely 
given and freely sustained. 

 
� If the “if” of verse 23 is dependent on us, then what is in jeopardy is not our holiness, 

blamelessness, and above reproach status, but the undoing of our reconciliation.  It is not 
our ability that is called into question, but the sufficiency of His cross work.   

 
� One’s failure to continue in the faith is not the struggle we all encounter and endure, but 

the apostasy of faith that reveals the unbelieving heart. 
 
QUESTIONS FOR BIBLE STUDY 
 

1. What is the larger context in which we find the “if” statement of verse 23? 
2. Is our holiness, blamelessness, and beyond reproach status based on what we have done or 

do, or is it based on something else? 
3. If it is outside of ourselves, then what can we do to undo what He has done? 
4. Compare 1:21 with 3:5-7.  Note the similarities. 
5. Look at 1:23 and 2:7 and compare it with 1:11.  What do you see? 
 

 
APPLICATION 
 

1. Remember, you were formerly alienated, but now in Him “you who once were far off have 
been brought near by the blood of Christ.  For He Himself is our peace” (Eph. 2:13, 14). 



Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by design to have a God-

centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship through intentional and systematic 

instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are 

invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian 

life. 

 

2. It is because Jesus Christ forms the basis for our access that we can “with confidence draw 
near to the throne of grace” (Heb. 4:16).  Let us do so today and every day.  Let us stop 
believing the devil’s lies, and let us come before Him with the full confidence that He is 
attentive to us and that nothing separates us from Him. 

3. How does this change our understanding of the cross-work? 
4. How does this change our understanding of holy, blameless, and beyond reproach? 
5. How does God view His people? 
6. How should we view others inside of the family of God? 
 
 
 
 


